AMENDMENTS TO THE DRAWINGS: 

A new formal drawing for Figure 2A has been filed concurrently. 
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REMARKS 

In view of the above amendments and following remarks, reconsideration and further 
examination are requested. 

In reply to the drawing objection as expressed on pages 3-4 of the Office action: claims 52 
and 69 have been cancelled so as to delete from the claims subject matter not shown in Figure 2; and 
a new formal replacement drawing (Figure 2A) has been provided which shows the non-vertical 
arrangement as required by allowable claims 41 and 58. With regard to new Figure 2 A, on October 
20, 2005, Applicants' undersigned representative contacted Examiner Rinehart by telephone and 
discussed generally whether the subject matter of this figure would be accepted, or whether it would 
be construed to be new matter. Examiner Rinehart indicated that the subject matter as now shown 
in Figure 2A would be accepted. No new matter is added by Figure 2A. 

In view of new Figure 2A, the substitute specification has been amended at pages 7 and 1 1 . 
No new matter is added by these amendments to the specification. 

Claims 37-40, 42, 54-57 and 59 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Klaschka; claims 37, 38, 52, 54, 55 and 69 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by JP '953; claims 53 and 70 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over JP '953; and claims 41 and 58 were objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but were indicated to be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Accordingly, without acquiescing to the appropriateness of the prior art rejections issued by 
the Examiner, and solely to further advance prosecution of this application: claim 37 has been 
amended to include therein the subject matter added by allowable claim 41; claim 54 has been 
amended to include therein the subject matter added by allowable claim 58; and claims 39-5 1 and 56- 
68 have been cancelled. 

Additionally, claims 71-76 have been added. New claims 71-73 are the same as claims 37, 
38 and 53 of this response except that independent claim 7 1 does not recite the "conveyor" as recited 
in independent claim 37. Similarly, new claims 74-76 are the same as claims 54, 55 and 70 of this 
response except that independent claim 74 does not recite the "conveyor" as recited in claim 54. 



Accordingly, because the drawing objections have been obviated, and becauase only claims 
remain which include subject matter indicated by the Examiner to be allowable, it is respectfully 
submitted that the application is now in condition for allowance, with the allowed claims being 37, 
38, 53-55 and 70-76, and an early Notice of Allowance is earnestly solicited. 

If after reviewing this Amendment, the Examiner believes that any issues remain which must 
be resolved before the application can be passed to issue, the Examiner is invited to contact the 
Applicants 5 undersigned representative by telephone to resolve such issues. 



JMG/edg 

Washington, D.C. 20006-1021 
Telephone (202) 721-8200 
Facsimile (202) 721-8250 
October 25,2005 



Respectfully submitted, 



Norihisa MIYOSHI et al. 




Joseph M. Gorski 
Registration No. 46,500 
Attorney for Applicants 
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